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PETER HORROCKS, M.D., F.R.C.P., 
Late Obstetric Physician, Guy’s Hospital. 

As a student at Guy’s Hospital Rorrocks had a distinguished career, 
securing the Treasurer’s gold mec!al in medicine at the M.B. examina- 
tion (1877). He intended to take up medicine, and was appointed 
Physician to the National Hospital for the Paralysed and Epileptic, and 
also had charge of the Electrical Department at Guy’s Hospital. The 
impending resignation of Dr. Braxton Hicks, however, led to his 
appointment as Assistant Obstetric Physician to Guy’s Hospital. and he 
at once threw his whole energy into his new -work. From 1890 
to I893 he was Secretary to the Obstetrical Society of London, and 
he was President of this Society during 1901-1902. He took great 
interest in the doings of the Obstetrical Society, and was a frequent 
speaker at the meetings. He wrote many articles, all bearing the 
imprint of a characteristic individuality. In 1898 he delivered the 
Hunterian Oration before the Hunterian Society, and he became a 
Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians in the same year. 

During his later years the claims of a busy private practice left 
Dr. Horrocks little time for teaching, but he attended regularly 
at the hospital on his operating days, and got through a great amount 
of work in this direction. While in charge of the Obstetrical Out- 
patients’ Department at Guy’s, he lived in St. Thomas’ Street, near the 
hospital. He was thus at hand to deal with the obstetric emergencies, 
and his experience in such cases was very great. Those who 
remember his out-patient afternoons will agree that Dr. Horrocks did 
much to adyance the teaching of gyncecology. As a teacher he was 
full of robust energy, inclined to be dogmatic, and ever ready to 
illustrate his ideas with example and anecdote. His teaching and 
lectures were always popular among the students, and there is no 
doubt that the medical school at Guys’ owed much to his assistance. 

As a surgeon he was essentially practical and showed great 
judgment in dealing with difficult cases. Perhaps his most striking 
characteristic waa the fearlessness with which he approached a diBcult 
case. He never shirked what he thought would be a long, tedious opera- 
tion, and one could but admire the ready and prompt may in which he 



Obituary 403 

dealt with the many surgical difficulties which arise from time to time. 
He was a successful operator, and he saw the dawn of aseptic abdominal 
surgery and adapted his methods to the improved state of things. 
He was fond of trztvelling, and he frequently visited Russia and 
Finland. His mountaineering adventures must still be fresh in the 
minds of many. I t  will be remembered that he nearly lost his life 
when climbing the Zinal Rothorn. Horrocks and his two guides 
fell from a narrow ledge below the summit of the mountain, and 
the front guide was killed, while Horrocks and the other guide were 
saved by the rope catching on arock. This accident did not prevent 
him from pursuing his favourite pastime. 

Up to the summer of 190’7 Dr. Horrocks had robust health, but 
symptoms of his fatal disease then appeared and an operation became 
necessary about Christmas of the same year. With his usual pluck 
and energy he continued his work, even though the symptoms 
recurred, and he even worked up to within three days of a second 
operation, which, as he himself h e w ,  held out but a faint ray of hope. 
Dr. Horrocks once told the writer of this short notice that he would 
like to die in harness. He died on February ZSth, 1909, within a few 
days of giving up active work. 


